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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is in response to the application filed on July 03, 2003. 
Claims 1-9 are pending. 

Priority 

Applicant's claim for the benefit of a prior-filed application under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e) or 
under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121, or 365(c) is acknowledged. 

The effective filing date for the subject matter defined in the pending claims in this 
application is July 04. 2002. 

Drawings 

The Examiner contends that the drawings submitted on January 29, 2004 are 
acceptable for examination proceedings. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 
The following is a quotation of Jhe appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Schacht et 
al. (US 6959437), hereafter referred to as- Schacht. 
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As per claim 7, Schacht teaches a device (printer or MFP) used in connection with a 
network (see Fig. 2), said device comprising: a storage unit configured to store an URL 
(hyperlink on the printer's embedded webpage) for download corresponding to a Web 
page which provides device control software to control said device on The Internet (see 
col. 4, lines 54-63); a HTTP communication unit (Fig. 3, ref. 300) configured to generate 
a markup language file including a link to said URL for download (hyperlink on the 
printer's embedded webpage) and to send said markup language file back to a client 
through a HTTP response in response to a HTTP request from said client (see col. 5, 
lines 28-41). 

As per claim 8, Schacht further teaches wherein said storage unit stores an URL for 
update corresponding to a Web page which provides update information to update said 
URL for download (see external sprver/web server Fig. 2. ref. 208. col. 6, lines 39-45), 
and said device further comprising: an update unit configured to acquire said update 
information from said Web page based on said URL for update and to utilize said 
update information to update said URL for download (see col. 6. lines 39-45). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the Invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the 
various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were 
made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 
37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not 
commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C, 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

Claim 1-6 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schacht (US 6959437) in view of Wittel, Jr. et al. (US 2003/0195951), hereafter 
referred to as Wittel. 

As per claims 1 and 9, Schacht teaches a device (printer or MFP) used in connection 
with a network (see Fig. 2), said device comprising: a communication unit (Fig. 3, ref. 
300) configured to communicate with a client (Computer Workstation, Fig. 2, ref. 204) 
via said network (Fig. 2, ref. 206); and an information unit configured to inform said 
client of said searched storage location of said device control software ("hyperlink on 
embedded web page", see col. 4. lines 54-63). 

Schacht does not expressly teach an identification unit configured to input OS 
information representing an operating system installed in said client to identify a type of 



Application/Control Number: 10/612,887 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2153 

said operating system used in said client; a search unit configured to search a storage 
location on said network of device control software, which corresponds to said identified 
type of said operating system and controls said device, from a database in which 
specifications of operating systems and storage locations of device control software are 
recorded in association with each other; 

However, in the same art of client server communications, Wittel teaches a system and 
method for dynamically detecting, downloading, and installing drivers for a client system 
by describing information relating to the client system's operating environment 
(including the client system's operating system (see [0049] and claim 4)) which is 
transferred to a server system (read as a storage location on said network) for the 
purpose of matching available information on the server to the client system's 
components (see [0042] and [0046]). Furthermore, Wittel teaches, upon matching the 
client system's operating environment, returning a catalog of information from the server 
system including a URL for downloading a particular device driver (see [0046]). 
One of skill in the art would have been motivated to combine the teachings of Schacht 
with the teachings of Wittel in order to support multiple clients having a plurality of 
operating system environments. 

As per claim 2, Schacht further teaches said communication unit communicates based 
on HTTP (see col. 5, lines 28-35), and said information unit generates and sends to said 
client a markup language file including a link to the storage location of said device 
control software ("hyperlink on embedded web page", see col. 4. lines 54-63). 
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As per claim 3, the combination of Schacfit and Wittel teaches the communication unit 
communicates based on HTTP (Schacht: Fig. 3, ref. 300), and said OS information is 
described as environment variable (see Wittel: [0049] and claim 4) in a HTTP request 
sent from said client (Schacht: col. 5. lines 28-41 and Wittel: [0042]). 
The same motivation that was utilized for combining Schacht and Wittel in claim 1 
applies equally well to claim 3. 

As per claim 4, Schacht in view of Wittel teaches the invention substantially as claimed 
as. noted above. Furthermore, Wittel teaches wherein said database is stored in a 
predetermined server connected to said device via said network (see Update Server, 
Fig. 2, ref. 206). 

The same motivation that was utilized for combining Schacht and Wittel in claim 1 
applies equally well to claim 4. 

As per claim 5, Schachet in view of Wittel teaches the invention substantially as claimed 
as noted above. Furthermore, Wittel teaches said storage locations in said database are 
also recorded in association with model information of devices, and said search unit 
uses the model information of said device and said identified type of said operating 
system to search the storage location of said device control software (see "device 
model" paragraphs [0042], [0046], [0047], and [0049]). 



Application/Control Number: 10/612.887 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2153 

The same motivation that was utilized for combining Schacht and Wittel in claim 1 
applies equally well to claim 5. 

As per claim 6 Scachet and Wittel teaches the invention substantially as claimed as 
noted above. Furthermore, Wittel teaches said database is described in XML (see 
[0026]). 

The same motivation- that was utilized for combining Schacht and Wittel in claim 1 
applies equally well to claim 6. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure, (see attached USPTO 892). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brendan Y. Higa whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5823. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on (571)272-3949. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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